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Introduction 

Welcome to our latest Faculty Internationalisation Newsletter where 

we report on the Faculty’s work and commitment in this area of our 

activity.   I would like to highlight here our continuing request that 

you contact the Internationalisation team whenever you are visiting 

universities and other Higher Education institutions abroad in order 

that we can offer support and disseminate information.   Please also 

keep a check on the Faculty documents available to underpin your 

activities (see item on the SharePoint site below).  In particular, 

please note that there is now a new request that all proposed new 

links between the Faculty or its departments with partners abroad 

should first be approved by completing and submitting the 

application form found in the SharePoint site.   

We are planning further Internationalisation workshops and 

trainings, following on from the success of the one we held last 

year.  Again, we want to focus on our curriculum and pedagogy in 

these sessions.  Part of the Faculty ‘development day’ on 22 January 

2014 will have sessions on internationalisation.  There will also be an 

EVA lunchtime session on International students and English 

language issues later in semester 2.  Watch this space!  

Clare Mar-Molinero (Associate Dean for Internationalisation) 

Chris Sinclair – New Director of Internationalisation 

We are pleased to welcome Chris Sinclair to the Faculty 

Internationalisation team from October 2013 as Director of 

Internationalisation.  His previous position as Head of English 

Language and Director of the Pre Sessional Programmes, where he 

oversaw many international courses and programmes, has equipped 

him well for his new role.  As Director of Internationalisation, Chris 

will be working alongside Clare Mar-Molinero to implement the 

Faculty and University Internationalisation strategy; maintaining 

existing partnerships, fostering new exchanges and monitoring 

international activities in order to attract a high quality international 

student population, as well as growing Faculty programme delivery 

abroad.  
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Pre-sessional 2013 

Each summer, the University runs a number of Pre-sessional EAP 
(English for Academic Purposes) Programmes, from which 

international students progress to University degree programmes. 

The 2013 cohort of 1250+ students reflects a year-on-year increase 
of over 60% and highlights the strategic importance of these 
programmes.  

Accommodating such a large increase in student population meant 

recruiting more than 160 suitably qualified and experienced 

international staff and delivering part of the 2013 programme at 

Richard Taunton VIth Form College. The Pre-sessional Programmes 

are expected to continue to increase in size, and all involved should 

be commended for their efforts in ensuring the programmes’ 

success.  

Recent and upcoming trips 

May 2013 

Chris Sinclair attended the EAP symposium organised by the 

Language Testing and Training Centre at NTU, in Taiwan .  This was 

a part of the joint activities that the Faculty carries out with our 

partners there, including the shared delivery of a summer Pre 

Sessional course in both universities.  

Chris Sinclair and Kate Borthwick travelled to Tomsk in Siberia 
to visit Tomsk Polytechnic University, in order to cement the growing 
relationship with them and to show an appreciation and intent for 
continued work with TPU and to discuss possible areas of 
collaboration. 

June 2013 

Elwyn Edwards visited the education offices in seven cities in 

China: Shanghai, Nanjing, Guangzhou, Chongqing, Chengdu, 

Beijing in order to promote and recruit for the International 

Foundation Programme. 

 

Chris Sinclair travelled to Saudi Arabia to explore the possibility 

of collaboration with Saudi company Online Ltd on various English 

language and Foundation Year projects. 

Chris Cullen and Ceri Dunn spent two weeks at the University of 

Xiamen, China, delivering an Academic Writing course for lecturers 

and PhD students. 

 

Tim Bergfelder contributed to teaching at a summer school in 
Seoul, South Korea. 

September 2013 

Mary Page visited TPU in Tomsk to further the links in research 

and teaching that are being developed there.  
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October 2013 

Tom Irvine spent two weeks in  Hong Kong and Taiwan to 

explore new partnerships (CUHK), sustain old ones (NTU, NCKU, 

NCTU), make wider contacts in East Asian musicology, visit agents, 

interview applicants and carry out advance work for the VC 

delegation to Taiwan in December 2013 (which includes a series of 

concerts). 

November 2013 

Chris Sinclair, Tim Bergfelder and Thom Bull travelled to Hong 

Kong and China to meet colleagues at a number of partner 

Universities: Sichuan University, Xiamen University, Linguan 

University, University of Hong Kong, Peking University, CPDRC, 

Dalian Nationalities University and Zhejiang University. 

December 2013 

Chris Sinclair and Tom Irvine visited Taiwan to manage the two 

concerts taking place at NCKU and NCTU, meet with partner 

universities and develop new relationships. 

 

Study Abroad – new procedures 

There have been many changes to procedures in the Student Office 

for Study Abroad. Firstly we would like to welcome Jane Glenn to 

join Stephanie Amies and Clare Bonugli who make up the Study 

Abroad team.  Jane is situated in the Student Office at Avenue 

Campus, Stephanie and Clare are situated in the Music Office in 

Building 2.  All three members of the team are contactable for 

outgoing students through sofh@soton.ac.uk and Stephanie is the 

contact for all incoming exchange students, of which there are 

currently 132 students (96 Erasmus, 26 International, 9 English 

Plus). We are currently expecting 29 students to arrive in semester 

two. The team also works closely with Vicky Wright, as Faculty 

Study Abroad Coordinator, and her new sub-committee with Faculty-

wide representation.  

The biggest change this year for incoming students was the English 

Language testing; unlike other years we decided to test all non-

native speakers of English on arrival, which allowed us to see the 

English Language capabilities of the students at a much earlier 

stage. All students were scheduled a session with an academic in 

week 0 so that they could revise their module choices based on their 

English Language results. A massive thank you to the English 

Language staff who marked many extra papers to allow this to be 

possible.  

Student exchanges 

 

For outgoing students (outside the Modern Languages Residence 

abroad) the team have been working hard alongside Vicky Wright, 

Thom Bull and the International Office to try and encourage more 

students to go abroad. We had 128 students register their interest 

and in November, 63 of those students returned intention forms to 

study abroad in 2014-15. Places will be allocated shortly and we will 

aim to update students before they return home for Christmas. 

Academic Advisors and Directors of Programmes will also be 

 
In December 2013 Michael 

Finnissy (Professor of 
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Heinrich (Winchester College) 

performed the world premiere of 

Finnissy's Chi Mei Ricercari in 

Tainan, Hsinchu and Taipei, 

Taiwan. An extensive report will 

follow in the next newsletter. 
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consulted before offering the students a place. Students will then 

confirm their place once they return in January and will be registered 

on the compulsory preparation module HUMA2012. 

The Study Abroad Team would like to thank staff across Humanities 

for their effort and support in this area of work. 

     

20 students enrolled on the pre-masters programme in September 

2013 with another 11 expected in January 2014.  66 applications for 

2014/15 have been received so far. 

 

There are also 33 students enrolled on the International Foundation 

Year programme this year.  For 2014/15, 33 applications (6 EU/27 

Overseas) have been received to date.   

Summer schools 2014 

In summer 2014 the Faculty will look to pilot an international 

summer school for students from partner and other international 

universities. Designed to showcase our research interests in an 

engaging and enjoyable way, they will combine academic content 

from History, English, Film Studies and Music in the first instance 

with trips to related local attractions. The plan is that we will start 

with a modest intake in 2014, learning how to give students a 

positive experience for a more substantial group in 2015. Ideas for 

different themes and contributions for the schools are welcomed, as 

are any suggested audiences you might have come across. We’d 

hope that the schools will raise our international profile, attract 

additional international students, and convince some to return for 

further, perhaps postgraduate, study with us. 

Internationalisation SharePoint site 

The Internationalisation section of the SharePoint network is rich 

with helpful documents including risk assessment template for 

travelling abroad, request form for faculty materials for when 

travelling abroad or receiving visitors, template for taking forward 

MOUs and useful PowerPoint presentations for delivery to an 

international audience.  Please note and use the newest addition to 

these resources: a template for a proposal for new Faculty links with 

an international partner.  We are frequently adding to our bank of 

resources so please check the site regularly. 
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